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activities of foreign nations such as China, and 
other non-OECD member countries. 

Re-authorizing the Ex-Im Bank is a win-win- 
win. 

It is a win for American workers, American 
businesses, and for the American taxpayers. 

Not one single tax payer dollar will be need-
ed to re-authorize the Ex-Im Bank. 

In fact, since 2005, the Ex-Im Bank has 
generated more than $3.4 billion in profits that 
it has returned to the Treasury, including $700 
million in Fiscal Year 2011. 

With a less than 2 percent borrower default 
rate since its inception, the Ex-Im Bank is, and 
has been, a revenue generator for the Amer-
ican taxpayer. 

The Ex-Im Bank is a prime example of gov-
ernment efficiency, and I for one am glad that 
we could come to a bipartisan compromise 
here in the House to re-authorize its charter, 
and I strongly urge my Senate colleagues to 
do the same. 

Again Mr. Speaker, I support the re-author-
ization of the Export-Import Bank and urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TONY JIMENEZ 
FOR BEING NAMED SMALL BUSI-
NESS PERSON OF THE YEAR 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Tony Jimenez, 
President & CEO of MicroTech, for being 
named the Small Business Person of the Year 
by the Small Business Council of America, or 
SBCA. MicroTech is an innovative technology 
company located in Vienna, Virginia started by 
Mr. Jimenez in 2004. It provides a host of 
technology services—including cyber security, 
systems integration, and cloud computing—to 
the commercial and public sectors, serving 
more than half-a-million daily technology 
users. 

The SBCA is a nationwide nonprofit rep-
resenting more than 20,000 businesses in the 
retail, service and manufacturing sectors. Ac-
cording to the SBCA, the criteria for the Small 
Business Person of the Year award includes, 
‘‘dedication to small business in America as 
evidenced through promotion of a climate fa-
vorable to free enterprise, promotion of a posi-
tive image of American business through ex-
cellent business, civic or corporate leadership, 
[and] leadership in advancing the interest of 
small business in America.’’ 

During its short history MicroTech has won 
a number of awards from a host of organiza-
tions. Just a few of the many recognitions in-
clude: the Red Herring Global 100, which rec-
ognizes the most innovative tech companies in 
the world; the AFFIRM Award which recog-
nizes the top 100 most influential Hispanics in 
IT; the U.S. Chamber of Commerce ‘‘Blue Rib-
bon Small Business;’’ and the CRN Number 1 
Fastest Growing Solutions Provider. 

In addition to being an award-winning busi-
ness professional, Mr. Jimenez is dedicated to 
giving back to the community and he was 
named a Top CEO Philanthropist; received 
recognition from the Washington Business 
Journal for top-privately-held corporate philan-
thropist; and received the USHAA Bravo 

Award for good business practices and philan-
thropy. 

As my colleagues and I well know, small 
businesses are the economic engine of Amer-
ica, and MicroTech is a shining example. In its 
8 years of existence Mr. Jimenez has created 
more than 400 jobs in 28 states. MicroTech is 
a shining success story and clearly dem-
onstrates how a dedicated entrepreneur such 
as Mr. Jimenez can turn an idea into a suc-
cessful business employing hundreds of Amer-
icans while serving as a tremendous corporate 
citizen in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the value that America’s 
small business leaders bring to our economy, 
and join me in congratulating Tony Jimenez 
for being named the SBCA Small Business 
Person of the Year. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARTIN HEINRICH 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, I unfortunately 
missed four votes the afternoon of May 10, 
2012, which included rollcall votes 246, 247, 
248 and 249. 

If I had been present, I would have voted in 
favor of rollcall vote 246, the Democratic Mo-
tion to Recommit H.R. 5652. 

If I had been present, I would have voted 
against rollcall vote 247, Representative 
RYAN’s (WI–1) bill, H.R. 5652. 

If I had been present, I would have voted in 
favor of rollcall vote 248, the Democratic Mo-
tion to Recommit H.R. 5326. 

Lastly, I would have voted against rollcall 
vote 249, Representative WOLF’s (VA–10) bill, 
H.R. 5326. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE U.S. DEPART-
MENT OF AGRICULTURE’S 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) for its 150th year of service. 
President Abraham Lincoln established USDA 
150 years ago today in 1862. 

American agriculture has been the second 
most productive sector of our nation’s econ-
omy in the past decade. United States farm in-
come is forecast at $91.7 billion in 2012, the 
second highest on record. Agriculture now ac-
counts for 1 in 12 jobs in the United States. 

United States agricultural exports have been 
particularly strong. Exports reached record lev-
els in fiscal year 2011 of $137.4 billion. This 
level supported 1.15 million jobs here at home 
and contributed to a trade surplus of $42.7 bil-
lion in agriculture. Agriculture is one of the few 
sectors that the United States has consistently 
had a trade surplus. 

American farmers and ranchers provide us 
with 86 percent of the food we consume. This 
efficiency results in American consumers 
spending less than 10 percent of their dispos-

able incomes on food. By comparison, most 
European consumers spend more than double 
that, and in developing counties, the percent-
age is often as high as 50 percent. 

USDA has played a vital role in the success 
of American agriculture. There is no doubt that 
without assistance from USDA American agri-
culture would not be as strong as it is today. 

With the support of Congress, USDA pro-
vides a strong safety net for America’s farmers 
and ranchers to ensure the United States con-
tinues to be the world’s leader in agricultural 
production. USDA’s crop insurance insures 
264 million acres on about 500,000 farms. 
Crop insurance has helped more than 325,000 
farmers who lost crops due to natural disas-
ters over the past three years. 

I want to highlight USDA’s recent efforts in 
strengthening local and regional food systems. 
For many years, I have advocated and worked 
to provide federal assistance in supporting 
local food systems. Local food sales were val-
ued at $4.8 billion in 2008 and are expected 
to grow in the coming years. We need to har-
vest this economic power to help create Amer-
ican jobs and strengthen our local economies. 

The Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food 
(KYF) initiative represents a good first step in 
using USDA’s programs to improve local food 
systems. KYF provides a one-stop shop for in-
formation on more than 25 USDA programs 
that could assist in developing and improving 
local food systems, encourages much needed 
collaboration across agencies to reduce bu-
reaucratic barriers in supporting and expand-
ing marketing opportunities in local food mar-
kets, and works to connect farmers directly to 
consumers, which helps increase the avail-
ability of healthy nutritious foods. 

KYF efforts have been hugely successful re-
lated to farmers’ markets. We have seen a 54 
percent increase in the number of farmers’ 
markets since 2008. Over 2,400 farmers’ mar-
kets and farm stands are now authorized to 
accept EBT, an increase of 51 percent over 
last year. 

Mr. Speaker, while there are many chal-
lenges still facing American agriculture, there 
is no doubt in my mind that USDA is up to the 
task. From my perspective, the future success 
of USDA and American agriculture will depend 
on our support for local food systems and 
other emerging markets such as the specialty 
crop market. 

I congratulate USDA for its 150th Anniver-
sary and thank all the department’s employees 
for their service. 

f 

HONORING JOHN F. MURPHY 
HOMES 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John F. Murphy Homes of Auburn, 
Maine on the occasion of its 35th anniversary. 

John G. Murphy was one of Maine’s fore-
most advocates on behalf of the develop-
mentally disabled. In 1954, Mr. Murphy used 
his standing on the Lewiston Board of Finance 
to open the Garcelon School as an edu-
cational facility for mentally retarded children. 
After his passing in February of 1976, mem-
bers of the Lewiston Auburn Association for 
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the Mentally Retarded formed a foundation in 
Mr. Murphy’s honor to continue his work. 

On May 18, 1977, the John F. Murphy 
Foundation for the Mentally Retarded was offi-
cially established with the mission to provide 
housing for individuals with developmental dis-
abilities. In March of 1978, they opened their 
first home at 23 Pleasant St. in Lewiston for 
6 people. Today, the agency provides direct 
support to hundreds of Mainers and their fami-
lies, employs more than 700 people in the 
greater Lewiston-Auburn area, and generates 
millions of dollars in local economic activity. 

John F. Murphy Homes has helped to raise 
awareness about intellectual disabilities and 
the need for group care facilities. The organi-
zation’s remarkable success is owed to the 
outstanding vision of its founders and the tire-
less work of its employees. In January, John 
F. Murphy Homes received a $1.7 million 
grant from the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to continue their important 
work. 

John F. Murphy’s example has truly made 
the Lewiston-Auburn community a better place 
for the mentally retarded. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the John F. Murphy Homes on achieving 
35 years of exemplary service to the Lewiston- 
Auburn community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE USDA FOR 150 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to salute the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and its dedicated employ-
ees for 150 years of service to America. By 
working with farmers across America, the 
USDA has built the most productive, efficient 
agricultural economy on earth. It has rescued 
whole regions from the Dust Bowl, diversified 
production in the South to end regional de-
pendence on cotton, led efforts to restore es-
tuaries like the Chesapeake Bay through con-
servation programs, financed rural develop-
ment, and rebuilt agriculture in war-torn coun-
tries in partnership with the Armed Services. 

America’s food security today stands in 
stark contrast to other industrialized countries 
which are heavily dependent on food imports. 
Only because of the USDA’s work do we 
enjoy this security, which includes affordable 
food for working Americans. Today the USDA 
is working to ensure that food security in-
cludes healthy foods which address America’s 
most challenging chronic health problems. 
Under Secretary Vilsack, the USDA is leading 
efforts to redevelop local food production. The 
benefits of this initiative are evident in my 
home state of Virginia, where growing wine, 
cheese, fruit, and vegetable production is 
bringing land back into production which had 
been fallow for decades. The USDA is much 
more than agriculture; it pursues a com-
prehensive program of rural development, and 
its recent efforts to strengthen local food sup-
plies are emblematic of this comprehensive 
approach. 

The USDA is playing a central role in con-
serving America’s natural resources, as it has 
since its inception. Photographs from the 

Works Progress Administration should serve 
as a reminder of the resources that would 
have been lost but for USDA leadership. Be-
fore we had comprehensive agricultural con-
servation programs, cubic miles of prime soils 
were being lost throughout the South and Mid-
west to erosion from wind and rain. The USDA 
pioneered soil conservation methods which 
ensured that these regions would remain pro-
ductive for generations to come. Building on 
that early success, USDA conservation pro-
grams are responsible for reducing agricultural 
pollution entering the Chesapeake Bay and 
other estuaries, ensuring that Americans can 
enjoy productive fisheries as well as produc-
tive agricultural lands. 

In an era where government is disparaged 
all too frequently, the USDA is a shining ex-
ample of the benefits of federal service. We 
never could have become the most powerful, 
prosperous nation on earth without the agency 
which worked with farmers to feed our armies 
and our workforce, and to conserve those nat-
ural resources that we will rely on for the next 
150 years. 

f 

REMEMBERING CONSTANTINE G. 
VALANOS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I doubt there is a 
single member of this House or the Senate 
who has never set foot inside the Monocle on 
D Street. Just steps from the Capitol, the Mon-
ocle has been a political institution as much as 
it has been a warm and welcoming restaurant. 
Its tables have long been set with a spirit of 
friendship that transcends party; they have 
been host to meetings and discussions on 
nearly every issue of national importance. The 
Monocle has been a place of agreement, often 
at times when disagreement divided us in this 
House. 

It was Constantine Valanos who brought 
that warm and inviting place to Capitol Hill and 
to all who serve here. Many of us knew 
Connie well. Connie made a point of knowing 
and remembering all of us who set foot in his 
restaurant, even if just once in a while. Sadly, 
Connie passed away last month at age 93. 

Constantine George Valanos was born into 
a family of Greek immigrants in Albany, New 
York, as the First World War was drawing to 
a close. He grew up here in Washington, D.C., 
and served in the U.S. Navy during World War 
II. Following his discharge, Connie attended 
the George Washington University and pur-
sued a career in accounting. In 1960, seeing 
an opportunity to buy and fix up an old res-
taurant on Capitol Hill, Connie and his wife, 
Helen—who passed away in 2005 after a fifty- 
three year marriage—opened the Monocle. 

Among their first regular customers were 
then-Senators John F. Kennedy and Richard 
Nixon. Over the next fifty years the Monocle 
would see a steady stream of Senators, Rep-
resentatives, future Presidents and Vice Presi-
dents, Supreme Court justices, foreign dip-
lomats, and ordinary Americans visiting with 
their elected officials. 

After three decades at the helm, Connie and 
Helen passed the management of the busi-
ness to their son, John, and daughter-in-law, 

Vasiliki, who continue to run the Monocle 
today and provide the same friendly and wel-
coming environment to all who step through 
the door. 

The ancient Greek statesman Pericles said: 
‘‘What you leave behind is not what is en-
graved in monuments of stone but what is 
woven into the lives of others.’’ Connie 
Valanos leaves behind a legacy not only of a 
restaurant but also of the countless ways in 
which he made that restaurant a place where 
leaders come together to hash out the agree-
ments that help make our Nation great and 
improve lives around the world. The Monocle, 
as former Vice President and regular patron 
Walter Mondale once noted, is ‘‘where laws 
are debated, where policies are set, and 
where the course of world history is changed.’’ 
That is Connie’s lasting legacy. 

I join in celebrating Connie’s life and in of-
fering my condolences to his wife Judith, his 
children, John and George, his three grand-
children, and the entire Valanos family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JESSIE ‘‘DINK’’ 
HOSMAN 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the 91st birthday of Jessie 
C. ‘‘Dink’’ Hosman who was born June 3, 
1921, and grew up in the Willard, Missouri 
area. 

During World War II, Technician Fifth Grade 
Hosman was in Company B, 1st Battalion, 
White Combat Team, which fought all over 
Burma with ‘‘Merrill’s Marauders’’. T/5 Hosman 
fought through some of the harshest condi-
tions of the war where the enemy was often 
less of a concern than malaria, deadly Mite 
Typhus, Amoebic Dysentery, and malnutrition. 
T/5 Hosman spent two years in the jungle and 
also served in Panama and India. Being a 
member of ‘‘Merrill’s Marauders’’ earned 
T/5 Hosman the distinction of United States 
Army Ranger. 

T/5 Hosman helped secure the strategic 
Burma Road while it was being built in treach-
erous conditions. Extraordinarily, while 
‘‘Merrill’s Marauders’’ had such a high casualty 
rate, they never left a fellow soldier’s body be-
hind. T/5 Hosman received the Combat Infan-
tryman Badge, the Presidential Unit Citation, 
and the Bronze Star Medal for exemplary 
service. 

After the war, Jessie returned stateside and 
spent some time in San Francisco where he 
was given everything and anything he wanted 
to eat to make up for two years of malnutri-
tion. Eventually Jessie returned home to the 
Willard area where he raised his family and 
purchased a farm where he ran a milk and 
beef cattle operation for 50 years. 

These days, Jessie is enjoying life and tak-
ing it easy living with his daughter, Terri 
Hughes, and her husband, Jimmy Hughes, in 
Walnut Grove, Missouri. He still enjoys his 
hobbies of fishing, hunting, boating and his 
RV. Jessie has also attended several ‘‘Merrill’s 
Marauders’’ reunions. 

As the years create more and more dis-
tance from the events and heroes that defined 
World War II, I personally wanted to take this 
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